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here are the seeds of Amwrican promise? Man cannot live by

politics alone, and it is small cheer that our best intellects are
caught in the political current and sce only the bope that America
will find her soul in the remaking of the world. If Williun Jamnes were
alive would he be accepting e war-situation so casily and com-
placently? Would he be chiding the over-stimalated intelligence of
peace-loving idealists, and excommunicating from the vanks of liberal
progress the pitiful resunant of those who struggle “above the bade?”
I like Lo think that his gallant spirit would bave called foc a wac to be
gallitly played, with insistent care for denderatic values at home,
and unequivocal alliance with democratic elements abroad for a peace
that shoull promise more than a were upion of benevolent imperial-
isins. I think of James now because the recent articles of Johm Dewey's
on the war suggest a slackening in his thought {or eur guidance and
stir, and the inadequacy of his pragmatisim as a philosephy of life in
this cmergency. Whether James would have given us just that note of
spiritual adventure which would make the national enterprise scem
creative for an American future,—this we can never know. But surely
that pliilosophy of Dewey's which we had been following su uncritically -
for so Tony, breaks oty when it is used to grind out
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M.Mzﬂ .”_“w:o; lor resent nqﬁ_u..,—,_:un articles on “Conscience and
:_u: ‘.o:. . _...n Future of Pacifism,” *What Awmerica Will Fight

m.n”... . Conscription of Thought,” which The New Republic | cma

printing, scem to me to be a little off-color. A philosopher ir_ﬂ..”uﬁ..:aa.“ Lo

so little_the siniste 1 i
the sinister forces of war, who is 30 much more concerned av;

over Mie excesses of the pacilists than over thc excesses of mil
“5__3.. who can feel only amuscment atl the idea That any o:....‘..“,.ﬁ””_ﬂ,
:gwngﬁﬁgﬁl mq_i_.o. m-_mu.::_cu that the i.ﬂ.-aa-::a:n!.m_: be
e i g ...H_: it the mob-fanaticisins, the injustices
ancl_h . organically bound up with i, is speaking to
._Hﬂ_:“.n clement ol the younger wiclligentsii than that (o E_:M.W
> .m.m.wﬂn. mﬂcﬂm_w »“ e wh: udes W ...n_ war calis out are ficrcer and
; ; than rofessor Dewey is aceustomed to take into hi
._o_x&:_ u.:._ ...:n__,mu:n imagination, and the pragmatist mind, i )
ing to adjust itscll to them, gives the air of grappling, like ._E. u.-. :.47
who challenges the arid plains, with a power 1o E“ for it :_ o ot
an arena of creative intelligence our country's :::w is n T
wiob-psychology. The soldiers who tried to Tynch Max %
:g patriotism is not a product of the will to :...H._,ur.a...._ﬁ:
world. "The luxuriant releases of explosive hatred for whi _.p oeace
apparently gives far too litUe scope cannot be wooed by mincnﬂ_ v o
m.._hr..znum. nor can they be the vaw material for the creation :mﬁ.os..
liberal political structures. All that can be done is to try to ,r ' .c our
country out ol situations where such expressive _.n_npunuw.o.n ..r__uqeo:q
have willed the situation, however, or accepled it as m__nc.m”“.“._. "
fatnous 1o protest against the gay debauch of hatred and rur..ﬁ.. . M
swagyer that must mount and niount, until the heady and .:. “:.
ﬂ”wcs of .3«—.&5: have created its own anti-loxin o_.w_.:m: h.“”h:n._um_“.
Hlusiomnent. To talk as if war were anything ¢ ison
is to show that your philosophy has :n«qna:W...M“.mnnhﬂm—.“r”_ﬂ__. ”_.mﬂ._c_wﬂ:
_u_..:___n.s and the inexorable, and that, only dimly fecling th _._ o
it goes aliead acting as if it had not got out of its de ._m s 2l
of practice with a world of human nature -
uncreafive, as an America at war was

ack

Wnncza Tor ihe singuar unsatisfactoriness of uces of
YTy : itation j
y. He did have one moment of hesitation just before the war

beyra he r Wi i
e _:_ c._ i the war and its external pnrposes and uniflying power
SCeme : i i i
" _..h.. m:wm__ thing beside that internal adventure which should
nud o i i i
our Anerican promise. But that perspective has now disappeared
R area,
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and one finds Dewey now untainted by skepticism «s to our being
about a business 10 which all our idealism should rally. That [ailure to
get guarantics that this country's ciforts would obligate the Allies to
a democratic world-order Dewey blamws on the defection of the paci-
fists, and ilien somchow manages to pet hinsell into a2 Ywe” who
“yomantically,” as he says, forewent this crucial link of our strategy.
Poes this casy identification of himsel with unduinocraticalty-con-
trolled forcign policy mean that i country is demoviatic when iU ac-
cepts what its governent does, or that war has a waweotic effect on
the pragmatic wind? Por Pewey somchow retains bis sense of being
in the controlling class, and ignores those anxious yuestions of deine-

crats who have been his disciples but are now resenteis of the war,
What 1 come lo is a seose of suddenly being left in the lurch, of
suddenly finding that a philosophy upon which 1 had relied to carry
us through no longer works. 1 find the contrast bewneen the idea that
crealive intelligence has free Junctioning in wartilne, and the facts of
the inexorable situation, too glaring, The contrast helween what lib-
ccals ought to be doing and saying if demoeratic values are to be con-
i T Thcm, SUIRes oo

seryed, ®
sternly on iy teliocinal senses, 1 should prefes some philosophy of
ar a5 The grim and tesrible cleanser to this optimisin-haunted mood
that continues unwearicdly o suggost that all can yet bLe made 0
work for good in a mad amd hali-destroyed workd. 1 wonder il Jaaws,
in the face of such disaster, woull not have abandoned his “joral
“humoral equivalent” which, n swilt and

ctquivalent of war” for an
periodic saturnalia, would Lave acted as vaccination against the sure

pestilence ol war.

I

Dewey’s philosopliy is inspiring enough for a socivty at peace, pros-
pevous and with a fund of progressive good-will. It is a philosophy of
hepe, of clear-sighted comprehension of materials and means. Where
institutions are at all malleable, it is the only cluc for improvement.
It is sciemtific method applied 1o “uplift.” But this carelul adaptation
of means to desived ends, this experimental working out of control

over brute forces and dead watter in the interests of comnunal life,

depends on @ stove of vationality, and is elfective only where there i
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strong desire for progress. It js preciscly the school, the institution to
which Dewey's philosophy was firse applied, that is of ail our instity-
tions the most malleable, And it is the will 1o educate that has seemed,
in these days, among all our social attitudes the miost rationally noti-
vated., It was education, and almost cducation alone, that scemed
susceplible 10 the stcady presswe of an “instrumental” philosophy,
Intelligence really scemed about 10 come into conscious control of an
institution, and that one the most potent in moulding the attitades
needed for a civilized society and the aptitudes nevded for the happi.
ness of the individyal,

~ For Loth our revolutionary conceptions of what editcation ncans,
and for the intellectual strategy of its approach, this counlry is -
measurably indebted to the isfluence of Professor Dewey's philusophy.
With these ideas sincerely felt, a rational nation would have chosen
education as its national enterprise. into this it would have thrown
its encrgy though the heavens fell ang the carth rocked around it
ut the nation did not use ity isolation from (he conflict to educate
itsell. 1t fretied Tor three years and then let war, not cducation, be

chosen, at the alinost unanimous behest of our wntellectual class, from

Hiolives aTich to our cullural e 5, a0d lor political ends alien to the

LﬁE.m:(emm of the individual, iut nations, of course, are not rational
ealities, and they act within their most irrational rights when they
iceepl war as the imaost important thing the nation can do in the face
of etaphysical nicnaces of imperial prestige. What

is the relative ease with which the pragmatist iftellectyal ith Pro-
fessor Dewey a 1ead, have moved oni their philosoply, hag an

baguage, Nrom education 1o war. So abrupt o change in the direction
of e Lpuise,_one_would have expecte
tiotion, (v demand more apologetics. 1lis optinism way have told
ProTessor Dewey that war would not .:n_|_..m.mn=w demoralize our prowth
—would, perhaps, after all, be but an incident in the nation’s life—
but it is not casy to see how, as we skate toward the b
war-hillions, there will be resources availa
prise that does not contribute divectly 1o th
any passion for growth, for creative
the hos thtasisl

ingy

ankrptey of
ble for educational ener-
€ war-technique. Neither s
- A* - —
mastery, going (o flourish among
ew lasies lor power thal are sprme
o ] : [ring
CVErY hand,
Hew could the Pragmatist mind accept war without more violgni

Protest, without a greater wrench? Either Professor Dewey and his

" OO
friends felt that the forces were too stvong for them, that the war had

i S |||-..|I.|I.I.|l|[

R

regard for democratic values at home and a captivating vis
—-iegard lor ¢
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up intelligently than 1o deilg blindly

nductcd with jealous

o be, and it was hetter to

ke it
in; dse thov re ex e o] 2

i pain, 1 their
ternational democracy as the end of all the toil and pain _. "
\-s\E.I&..riwu the first, they would seemn to have reduced the mno_z.- i

T wdr 15 oo
i - e the vanshing point; W W,
possible control ol events to c . i .
“._qo:m Tor you to prevent, how is it going o be weak enough n.o_“.la.:nw
16 control and would o your hberad purposes? And il icir motive w
5 : < ' - pood, THTY
to Shajie The war_Tirnly r._. good, — ;
calculated the fierce urgencivs of it, Are —M..EPE Lo :m:__.“.._wjuw.ladﬁ.“u:m o
ializati s, with_a doubtful League ol Nati
materialization of their hopes, wi . . s and
(he supyression of the I W, W.2 Yt thie numbing power of the s...”_
G , . ) H . H B . A
situation secins o have kept them from realizing what s _E.__“F:rﬁ
to their philusophy. The betrayal ol their first hopes has certainly no

discouraged thein. But nefthertusiroosed-thenmro o oneemergetie

expression of the forces through which they intend o realice them

. ; . i fic
scarch Professer Dewey’s articles in vain for clues as o the .m_u....n.__
) i ir i ionislly or Interna-
i anocratic desires, either pationaslly
working-out of our dumoc : ‘ . -
tionally, cither in the present or in the reconstruction after the v
1]

prog i sshe i s feeling for_present vague
No propramunce is sugeested, nor is there [

popular movesnents and :.;.c_:.J_...E_F.« are the _‘sznq_ .,._:”_—2.__” Mc_,“ ”"”MM
owy_vagueness ad i E_n:np_r_...u...wﬂ:_r:_w.. with the o .F._ _ cwr I
of instrumentalisim whe :nno.:vm_...w.u_ucinw. :___R“ __”"E,_.,_.F_.:_.E..p:”,oﬂ ...H
remains an unanalyeed tenn, useful as a call to ‘ v— an
intelicetual tool, turning up fresh sod for :..“. changinyg _.E-.".~ .
._””“r_“v..“:mn:_ &E.:REQ of a plutocratic America :...w_:u ,ﬂu_nm“a_u_ m%“.p“.”m
for, or is it the social demwocracy of the new _naz,..v_.p,. ' ! b do our
rulers really fear more, the :.EEQ." of Tinperial P.."J:ﬂ:_.,.. ﬂq__:..m_. "
ating influence of a socialist _n:w&Ew In ”._:”.. u—._.__n.:.__:.: M:_nms_ n__.cm-
losophy to politics, our pragmatists are u_.a..wm over ..__..” cru sn:*e:n_
tion of ends. Dewey says our ends pust -x. _::.":.mnzC inter s
rather than chauvinistic. But this geis us lidle n_._m~w=nn ..chnn_c:,_.»_ﬂpw_m

In this difficalt Tivie TRE Digln thae has c..r..__ n _._F.:.__u an ?. -
has become darkness. 11 radicads spend their time _.w_ﬁ___:.—w n_c...a..n“- __.op
to attest their loyally and stamp out the :n:..._.:__..u :.:___.h.w ‘p .Smn_ Mw o
spend it in breaking intelleetual paths, or giving us » :..w._H:m_ .‘.n::__
which we ean attach our [aith and conscience, ._ he u_”_: __zw ._ " uH
from whicli the more naive of us suller, and which _”,.. ol _..m.m_“.“_...::_ﬁ
busy fhghting, arises largely from sheer delault of a f m.,.__.n .. tion (bt
would melt it away, Let the motley erew of ex-sociuiiss, a
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radicals, and fiberals, a

for the prosecution of the wa
dem

who have united

ncing
be confronted wiil,
ossibilise, Iy, when the
r than erganizagion of
begins to suspect that po

fganization, rajhe
. nq.ﬂ.p.“.__.. u.“m.:nmw rather than desires, one
Ho“_w:m .:___”. _mz_hﬂuwnz_pﬁ.h rnnw..aa they have none to present. This buye.
ool s _uonnO wique hides the void where a democratic phi-
o ey _..m:..._.u :_.q.e_:u_c:nn-.:u_u consort with war-boards in order
o _.n.,..__w desis o _ the question what the slow Mmasses of the people
e G r.* n”._”ﬁ.:_ Sr»..:..n best hope of the country really

arly the blaze of patriotis c:::.._x_:.oﬁ:.c q.,:_mnn_w

serves the purpose of i
. concealing the feelle -
Light, g the feelideness of their atellectyal

Is the answer that cleay é

. € war is alluined? But t
us_é._. 1S to surrender the entire case.
radicals, realists, Pragmatists, is dye—
the war is not only saving the

accelerating s progress. Wel)
be conserve)? What do they e

o make this an-
For the support of e war by

or 5o they say—to the fac that
cause of democracy,

i 2
MMMM. ..Sm_ think only .c.q the war-techaiyue and js accompanying d

A _“uo._.a to _...sn_n_.:.:.n the foundations of (hese Peoplc’s csw“_ W..:e -

Pohicy of “win the war firs” must be, for the radica) a «5:3‘. o._..

specific hopes, Otherwise th
the war s uz_..:sqmm:rq
nely imaginative and of

cy confess that they
their expectations, gr
fer Jitdle promise for

are impotent and that
that they are not genu
future leadership,

I

It may scem unfair 1o
. group Professor Dewey wi
Mr. Gompers, Me. A, M. Simons, s irr o ith Mr.

! ' . and the Vigilante
because in gheir acceptance of the war thoy e oll ot
y the

Sparga and
do so only
are al living out ghyy

[] t h— 1] r i, & -— A o
.—.__-—-.- m-uﬂ.. KU, ay —-.c- c- T £ hh. fer C, ¥ Q\ H.-\n il fen ﬂ —@Guv an .0_??“
.
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popular Amcrican “instrimental” philosophy which Professor Dewey
has formulated in such convineing and fascinating terms. On an in-
finitely more intelligent plane, he is yet one with them in lis conli-
dence that the war is motivated by democratic ends and is Leing made
Lo serve them. A hiigh mood of conlidence and sell-righteousness moves
them all, a keen sense of control over events that makes them cligible
Lo discipleship under Professor Dewey's philosophy. They aie all hostile
to imipossibilisi, 1o apathy, 10 any attitude that is not a cheerful and
brisk setting 1o work 10 nse the emergency to consolidate 1he gains of
democracy. Not, Is it being osed? but, Let us make a ihioier about
using it! This ananimity of mood puts the resenter of win out of the
arcna. But e can still seek 1o explain why this philosophy which has
no place for the inexorable should have adjusted itself so vasily to the
inexorable of war, and why, although a philosopby of the creative
inteligence in using means foward ends, it should show itsell so singu-
larly impoverished in its present supply of democratic values.

What is the smatter with the philosophy? One has a sense of having
come 1o a swdden, short siop at the end of an intellectual vra. In the
crisis, this philosophy of hntelligent control just does not mcasure up
to aur needs, What is the raot of this inadequacy that is felt so keenly
by our restless minds? Van Wyck Brooks has pointed out scarchingl

the lack of poetic vigion T our pragmatisi " ners.” 1s lere -
ting_in_these_pealistic attitudes that works actually against poetic
vision, against_concern for the quality of 1 michinery. of

life? Apparently there is. The war fias revealed a younger intclligentsia,
trained up an the pragmatic dispensation, intmensely ready for the
exceutive ordering of events, pitifully unprepared for the inellectual
interpretation or the idealistic focussing of cuds. The young men in
Beigivm, the officers’ training corps, the young men being ~ucked into
the councils at Washinglon and into war-organization vverywhere,
have among Uwem a definite element, upon whom Dewey. as veleran
philosoplier, might well bestow a papal blessing. They have absorbed
the sceret of scientific mcthod as applied to political adiiinistration.
They are liberal, enlightened, aware, They are touched with ercative
intelligence toward the solution of political and industri. problems.

Socialism (1912), wha in 1917 resigned from the Socialist Party lweause of dls
criticism of Wilsen's war policy; Samuct Gompers, since 1816 pmesiclent of the
American Federation of Labur; Algic M. Simons, socialist historan, author of
Sacial Forces in American History {1911),



patriots, sensational editors,
this younger intelligentsia is done by the sed

and by the saving remnant of older liberals,
a more attentive | j

Jargely to deal ea

above. That those

because they hay
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They are a wholly new force
swing in the colleges from a trai

to one that emphasized political
this element, one would say,

n American life, the product of the
ning that emphasized ¢lassical studies
and economic valyes. .vz.n:.nn:w all
is lincd up in service of the war-teclinique,
Thcre secms 0 have been a peculiar congeniality between the war and
these men. It is as if the war and they had been waiting for cach other,
One wonders what scope they would have had for their intelligence
withoult it Probably most of thew would have gone into indlustry and
devoted themselves to sane reerganization schemes,

is that it is the cchnical side of the
i Glative of I side;

the production of irticu)
edugation, kept pac

hat is significant
war that appeals to thew

£,
tude. The result i3 _._::. the field ol Tntell
poorly manned by his younge
war, formulation of opinion j

ecual formulation s very
r intelligentsia. While they organize the
s left largely in the hands of professional
archaic radicals, The intellectual work of
ition-hunting Vigilantes,
It is true Dewey calls for

of_war-purposes and ideas, but Tic_calls

isciples have Icarned al] too literally the in-

ting with fittle ¢ ucstion the ends as

eads arc largely negalive does

Cas,
or a have, in_short, no clear phi-
losophy of : telligent service, the admiralle 3 apta-
tion af_means 1o eads. They ave vague 5515 j

they want,
eyuipped wi
attain it

A

Lo technique. We were instrume
so clearly before our minds th
as contributory. And De

when (aken as a philosophy of life,

a society
but they are
ts necessary to

or what kind of society America nceds,
th all the administrative attitudes and talen

To those of 5 who have taken

Dewey's philosophy almosy a5 our
merican refigion, it never

occurred 1hat values could Iy subordinated
ntalists, but we had our private utopias
at the means fel] always into jts place
wey, of course, always meant his Philosophy,

1o start with values, But there was

61
TWILIGHT OF JDOLS

ity in hi e jus alues
always that unhappy ambiguity in his docteine as to h:..._._ r.”.w ”.n —
. . ) . "
and it be zasier and casler to assumie that j
were created, and it became ¢ Sie i it any
rowth was justificd and almost any activity 4&:...:? Sﬂ _oz_r :
Mn_.wecca ends. The Awerican, in living out this philisop _u.._ Em..
; i : : 00 teut wath getting
i «d 1 th product, and been con :
bitually confused resulls wi ¢ ! ith goiting
‘e wi asking too clesely whether it was
somewhere without asking . . he de .
lace to get. It _is now becowing plain that unless you start with the
““ : . v .

- I
.‘ . sl vbst O ISR -

st kind of poetic vision, y - . _ s
Sc_n_..f 7T _ iws_landed s yoanger intelligensia which s so

—— . . r
agaged o the national enlerprise_of war. ..c.:
our technisoe, e practi-
mist have your vision and you st have your techuigoe, __F~_= o
) H e R —c
cal ellect of Dewey's philosophy has evidently _,F-r_: _:_a”.:._c._u e
s fornwer, Thou:h he bimse
: ladter 2 expense of the former, “Thou:, .
sense ol the latter av the ¢ of th er. Th e Pl
ald develop them together, even i him there secius 10 be _.. ﬁ_.-mr_—_v__u
of . i The ) tc OriL
ol values, under the influence of war. The New Republic hon
1

i TImi values.,
techiugue to democratic i Jut_war always undvrmines

It is the outstanding lesson of :_.n _i_._u_c ”ﬁ..H .._.mn maa.r._””“.ﬁu..“ Wn-ﬁ“” w“
'L this perspective right, tha p "

-J.m—w_;a_.ﬂ_ n“.._ .___....m e_“_ﬂ.““.n—_n__c.w. n..:””~ ._.._.n,...::mm_c against (his statesinan-
o Sy one as long as we have uot very clear
and very deterinined amd very ..._,;.c_m_mm:_:.Q a_n.z_c...u__..:.M:&MH—“:H”””
programmes 1o challenge themy with, The :.c:r rif.: ___\Zcﬂ uation
is nat only that values have been generally _m.:oq..._._ _.: ,....:,...._52 el
nicque, but that those wha liave struggled o keep values ,

i 1 xR The delect of
been teo bloodicss and tuo near-sighted m thew vBion The .“r,_w...r
. d ' even whe s
. Wtdosophy ol Tadaptation™ or Tadpistment,” even when it ne
st , i wnee, is the e s ovision
”Ew.:“:.xuzn to chianging, living experience, is that there is o pr

' CexXperience ekt v 2y .— -, . . ._.u—u.
HQ—- -.—._Au:.nu——-. O FV—:.-:.:__.A. T.. --—o —v...w::am nse -\ M—. VC—: —..—-..H.— 15 1 e
mﬁnhn i 14} w_ Ul situahon, 1n rad L Co-operabon 1 realy v.
— 1] c- rad
ushineat | {; 3 y Wi — .._—— 1 —.—w—..:
v__d_..: Success 18 r-...:\ L] ;.r E — at --—F— no nmwore, uoever tr n-._—wﬁ-t:n.—
—— L .-_m—. in I rc
~ H J_‘ — Ly —— - . H — v _.m
w — - .— —
-.H:w; -:mv_. ou _-:vt__- Hi NUE S|HEIL Dever inps out o our skin o
WD on wi adventures., our po ﬂv. As a0 P :ﬁ—m_— relonner 1s 1o Gk
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w~ _. (N ]t :T
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E.v_unu_m to desire will ofien carry further. A philosophy of adjustiment
.E_.__ fot even make for adjustiment, 1f you try merely to ::F.ﬂ..: .:.M:
uu.o:u as ._.VM__.a.w come, you will not even meet them, Instead you will M_:___v”
h”.” up Sehind you deficits and arrears that will some day bankrupt
‘S.a are 1 the war because an Amcrican Government practised
_U_:_cmo_.__x of adjustiment, and ap instrumentalism for minor ¢ _.,.
:.ﬁ.r.sp_ of creating new values and sciting at once a large m:::q_ r.“__a .
wizcr the nations might repair. An intellectnal attilude of ::._w” __c
Justinent, a.q wiere use of the creative intelligence to make your 1 .o.._ ..,Wﬁ -
must end in cauntion, regression, and a virtual failure .w. r.=,._ _.. r.. ...dm.
that change which you so clearsightedly and desirously see x,,__,_.w,.p.:
:F.‘ root o.m our dissatisfaction with mucl ol the current E_:.m.....__.., _H
social yealism tha js Preached to us. [t has everything ncﬂa._ s:“_ h““H

nvmﬁn.—v—. ———-: ﬁv—.vm—u.n..—uﬂ—,ozu e_.wu.aun that wou -._ Lu V¢ an Filw 2 T
a N _ u [ o -
Ah A.w ¥ = nen
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_The working-out of this Amcrican philosophy in our intellects al
life then has meant an exaguerated emphasis on (he mechanics .H *.n
at :.w. expense of the quality of living._We sulTer fromn a real sl ¥ .. .
of spiritual values. A philosophy that worked™s 1EN wWe were _”..m.:m p.w
- - .
W.M N Ln__ w.n._n. a o::._p.:c: for American life in which more impas-
. wing could flourish no longer works when we ape faced witl
u.__....xcaEa ._.w.,.m.nn and the hysterias of the mol, The nole oh nM..__..
“.. P.“n“:ﬂ”n_i“w_m__.. i.u.m_aﬁnn- In the enrrent expressions of this philosopliy
o o bad nor_.s ua Moznz.osm note for the situatjon wottld scem to
u_z._= : ntrary, that mm robust desperation,—a desperation that
" rage and J::mn_m until new values come out of the travail, and
:.annh%ﬁ“.ﬂw.&“ﬁ.:ﬂ ol our n_..a.:_on«w_.mn way. In the an:a“: of
o be i -m rwm._mmw E”_uan_ the cld _._:Fmo_u__w. the old raclicalisn,
o el :_.m :.r s ound a _ua_.?n.._w definite level, ang there is na
joson 10 think that 11 .:.___ not remain there, Jis flowering appeuss in
__z_“aﬂ.n_mr::_ﬁ_ q.u_..nn__.n..._:c: of the war by an earnest group of youny
A8, who direct their course by an o i o
m.::c-m..x.._u_mm:. at hoine and a _.u:,“...w~ of _F_._._u_“.”._.““._ﬂ-_w_....-.q”ao_”_ﬂ.w__:..:_, w:.
tions abroad. At their besy they can give us a macaqz_snzﬂxrv.. _”.”M_r_..“.
¥
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enlightencd college men instead of by politicians. At their best, they
can abolish war by making everylaxly a partner in the booty of cx-
ploitation. That is all, and it is technically admirable. Only thery is

nothing in the outlook 1 lies in an +_fhap iness-of-ther—

AT of arl,—in other words, the quality of lile. Our intel-
Jectuls—tave Taited-m—as—vaine-trcilors, ©ven a3 valuc-Ginphasizers.
The dllure of the martial in war has passedrenly to be succeede by
the allure of the technical. The allure of Iresh and true ideas, of free
speeulation, of artistic vigor, of cultural styles, of intelhigence sulfused
by feeling, and fecling given fibre and outline by intelligence, has not
conne, and con hardly came, we see now, while our eigning philosophy

is an instruimental one,

Whence_¢an come this allure? Only rom those who g
malcontents. Irvitation at things as they are, disgust at the continual
[rusirations and aridities of Awmievican life, decp dissatisiaction with
self and with the groups that give themselves forth as hopeful—out of
such moods there might be hammered new values. The inalcontents
would be men and women who could not s ch tlic wir, ©
reactionary idealisn that has folowed in its train. They are quite
through With e professional ¢crivhes 10 have let cul-
tural values die through their own personal ineptitude, Yet thuse al-
conients have no intention of being cultural vandals, only to slay, They
are_not barbarians, but seck the vital and the sincere everywhere. All
they winl i 2 : at shall be modern, an
oricntation
ing, awd which the war aceslerates, They wi
tempered, and They will feel that the break-up of things is no time for
mellowness. They will have a taste spiciual advenure, and for
sindster imaginative excorsions. 11 will not be Puritanistn o tnrchas
complacency that they will fight. A tang, a bitterness, an intellectual
{ibfe, a verve, they will look Tor in literature, and their ost virulent
encmies will be those unaccountable radicals who are still morally
servile, and are now trying to suppress all free speculation in e
interests of nationalism. Somcthing more wmocking, mowe irreverent,

they will constantly want, They will take institutions very lightly, in-
deed will never fail Lo be surprised at the seriousness with which good

radicals take the stated oflices and systems, Their own vontempt will
be scarcely veiled, and they will be glad if they can teawse, provoke,

:h
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uritate thought on any subject. These malcontents will be more or
less of the American tribe of talemt who iiséd eithicivo-go immed
to MEB?& subinissively at home.
neither _go to Europe, nor starve submissively.
entangled emotionally in" the possibilities of American I} ¢ to leave it,
and they-have ng desire whatever Tasarve—So ¥ are likely 5 fo
ahead beating their heads at the wall until they are either bloody or
light appears. They will give offense to their elders whe cannot see
what ali the concern is about, and they will burt the more middle-
aged sense of adventure upon which the betier integrated minds of
the younger generation will have compromised. Optimismn is ofien
compensatory, and the oplimistic mood in Amcrican thought may
mean merely that Anmwerican life is 100 terrible to face, A more skeptical,
malicious, desperate, ironical mood may actually be the sign of more
vivid and more stirring life fermenting in America today. It mnay be
a sign of hope. That thirst for iutcflectual “war and
laughter” 1hat we ietzsche calling us to may Lring us satislactions
that_optimismi-haunted philosophies could never bring. Malcontented-
ness may be the beginning of promise. That 1s why t-evoked the spirit
of William James, with its gay. passion for ideas, and its frecdom of
speculation, when 1 felt the slightly pedestrian gait into which the war
had brought pragmatism. 1t is the creative desire more than the erea-
tive intelligence that we shall need if we are ever 1o






